A planter’s handbook
for Northland natives

Including special plants for wetlands, coast and bird food

Northland [

Te Kaunihera a rohe o Te Taitoker



Tiakina nga manu, ka ora te ngahere.
Ka ora te ngahere, ka ora nga manu.

Look after the birds and the forest flourishes.
If the forest flourishes, the birds flourish.
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Choosing the right plants

Are you deciding on what native Northland plants to use on your land?
Whether you're deciding on plants for landscaping or restoration, this
handbook will help.

Getting started

Read on to find out the size and growth

rate of plants and which natives attract
wildlife. While not listing every plant native to
Northland, this book contains a wide range
that may be available in local nurseries.

Charts on each page show whether a plant
provides food for birds, what its final height
may be and how quickly it grows. The book
also includes plants that will handle harsh
coastal environments, windy and/or dry

Although primarily a fruit

locations and frosts, as well as those plants eater the kikupa will
that tolerate shade or a wetter habitat. This sometimes eat the flowers
and new shoots of the

information will help you choose plants that
will benefit you, the local wildlife, and the
environment.

kowhai, Sophora microphylla
and some other trees, when
berries are scarce.

Restoration and ecosourcing
Restoration planting aims to create a wild plant
community which can look after itself and would have
occurred naturally at a site in the past. For restoration
planting we strongly recommend using ecosourced
plants. Ecosourced plants are grown from seeds that
have been collected locally from a range of the naturally
occurring vegetation in your area. By ecosourcing, you'll
maintain the genetic diversity of local plants and help
keep the unique character of Northland.

Year-round food supply

To attract tai, kilkupa (NZ pigeon) and
other birds, the two calendars at the back of
this book can help in choosing which trees
you could plant to ensure a year-round berry
and nectar supply. Basic information on site
preparation, care advice for after planting
and weed and pest control is included.

Some parts of the plant Least flammable plants
may be poisonous (i.e. plant has low to moderate flammability)
We're here to help

Remember more detailed information on plant species, planting, weed and pest control is available
from the Northland Regional Council website: www.nrc.govt.nz. You can contact one of our Biodiversity
Advisors for advice, and further resources are available at the back of this booklet.

Please note: Some species e.g. harakeke (flax) and {7 touka (cabbage tree) retain or drop dead foliage which is flammable.
Clear dead foliage to reduce flammability risk.
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When to plant Choosing a site

The best time to plant is Careful site selection and good site preparation are the main ingredients
from late May until mid- for successful plant growth. Look at your site and list the limitations it may
August. Without watering, have. Is it a frost-prone area? Does it have poor, swampy, dry or sandy soil?
many trees will not survive Is the site exposed to wind, especially salt wind if it is near the coast?
being planted in dry sail. Is the site north or south facing, sunny or shady?

In dry winters, planting
shouldn't take place until
enough rain has fallen to
make the ground damp,
soft and easy to dig.

Look at what else is growing near your planting area and select plants

to suit the conditions at your site. This may give you some indication of
what to grow. Ask nursery staff, they can provide good advice on the best
choices to make.

Prepare - before and while planting Maintain - after planting

The most important actions you can take are:
»  Keep up the pest control. Don't waste all that

»  Remove weeds in areas to be planted before early work only to have rabbits, possums or goats
you begin to plant. Spot spray patches kill or damage your young trees.
rather than blanket spraying to avoid bare
patches that weeds can invade. Where
kikuyu is dominant pre-spray twice in
autumn to knock it back hard - initially in
March, then again in May four to six weeks »  Weed around your plants reqularly (at least twice
out from planting. a year, especially in spring and summer) in the
first couple of years, until they are tall enough to
out-compete weeds. Using stakes (e.g. bamboo
stakes with the tips dipped in white acrylic paint)
to mark the position of young trees helps you
find them later. If you spray grass and weeds,
take care to avoid spray drift or accidental spray
around your young plants.

»  Possums are often found in city gardens as
well as rural areas. Northland Regional Council
Biosecurity Advisors can advise on their control.

»  Plant reasonably close together to avoid
weed infestations and use larger plants if
possible to prevent them being overtaken by
grass and weeds.

»  Mulch around young plants to retain moisture
and reduce weeds. Use weeds that have been
pulled out to help mulch around trees. Some pest
weeds probably shouldn't be mulched.



A cabbage tree '\ 8
in full bloom.
Inset: Puriri

flowers.

Further publications by Northland Regional Council at
www.nrc.govt/publications

Trees for the land - growing trees for protection,
production and pleasure

www.nrc.govt.nz/treesfortheland

Clean streams - a guide to riparian management
www.nrc.govt.nz/cleanstreams

Looking after your wetland
www.nrc.govt.nz/wetlandcare
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